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1 Name 

historic 
Adler Planetarium 

- - 

and or common 
Adler Planetarium and Astronomical ?fuseurn 

2. Location 
street & number 1300 S. Lake Shore Drive 
-- - - 

- not for publication 

city, town -- 
Chicago - vicinity of 
- - - - - - -- - - -- - - - . -. -- - 

state I l l i n o i s  code county Cook code 
I 

I 3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public 2 occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) 2 private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress 71 educational - private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible . entertainment - religious 
object in process yes: restricted . government scientific 

. being considered -- yes: unrestricted ~ndustrial - transportation 
-- no military 2-L other: Recreation 

4. Owner of Property (Planetariurr I 

name -- 
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 

-- - - - - - - -- -- 

street 81 number 
- -. . - -. . . - - - - - - -- 

city, town state 
- - -  

5. Location of Legal Description 
-- - -  - 

courthousel registry of deeds, etc. Chicago Park District_ . . 
-- - 

street & number 425  E- ?lcFetri&e-!ki~e - 
-- - .- - -- -- --. -- -- -- 

citv, town Chicago state I l l i n o i s  60605 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title "Preliminary Summary of Infol?flationW has this property been determined - eligible? - 

. - . -  . y e s  & no 

date November 1, 1976 
- -- - -- - 

federal - state - county local 
- - - -- - - - -- - - - - -  -- - -- - 

depositary for survey records Commission on Chicago Iristor i ca l  and Architectural Landmarks 
-- - - - - - -- - - - - -- . 

city, town Chicago 
. -  _ - - - .. - . - - - - . - - -- - - - - 

I l l i n o i s  
- . - -- - - - - - . - - - - - - . 



1 7. Description 

- fair 

Check one C eck one 
- deteriorated - unaltered '! original site 
- ruins 2- altered -- moved date - - ---  --- 
- u r n x p o ~  

-- - -  -- - _ _  _ - 

Doscribo the prosant and original (if known) physical appaarance 
The A d l e r  P l a n e t a r i u m  i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  rounded n o r t h e r n  and e a s t e r n m o s t  e x t e n s i o n  
of  N o r t h e r l y  I s l a n d ,  b u i l t  up from s h o a l s  of t h e  Lake Michigan s h o r e . 1  The " i s l a n d "  
i s  a  p e n i n s u l a  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  mainland by a  causeway. The p l a n e t a r i u m ' s  p o s i t i o n  
i s  a  commanding one ,  p r e s e n t i n g  a  panorama of t h e  downtown Chicago s k y l i n e  t o  t h e  
west  and n o r t h w e s t ,  t h e  Lake Michigan s h o r e  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  and t h e  seeming ly  
e n d l e s s  h o r i z o n  of  t h e  l a k e  t o  t h e  e a s t  and n o r t h .  

The e s p l a n a d e  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  which now c o n t a i n s  t h e  main e n t r a n c e ,  
t h rough  s t e p s  down from a  g l a s s - e n c l o s e d  c a g e - l i k e  s t r u c t u r e  i n t o  an  underground 
a d d i t i o n ,  i s  su r rounded  by f l o w e r  beds. Former ly  i t  i n c l u d e d  a  long  narrow 
r e f l e c t i n g  poo l  w i t h  s t y l i z e d  d e p i c t i o n s  i n  t e r r a z z o  of  t h e  t w e l v e  months. The 
pool  was b u i l t  i n  1933 f o r  t h e  Cen tu ry  of P r o g r e s s  E x p o s i t i o n .  When t h e  a d d i t i o n  
was b u i l t ,  t h e  poo l  had t o  be removed; now a  s m a l l  model of t h e  p o o l ' s  t e r r a z z o  
b a s e  i s  a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  w a l l  i n s i d e  t h e  o l d  e n t r a n c e .  

The new approach  t o  t h e  museum a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a  s t a t u e  of  t h e  16 th -cen tu ry  P o l i s h  
a s t r o n o m e r  Nico laus  Copern icus  (Miko la j  Kopernik) .  Th i s  was g i v e n  by t h e  
Copern icus  Founda t ion  and t h e  I l l i n o i s  D i v i s i o n  of  t h e  Polish-American Congress  
i n  1973. 

A r e c e n t  a d d i t i o n  (1977)  t o  t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m  complex i s  t h e  Doane O b s e r v a t o r y ,  a  
low c i r c u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  c o n t a i n i n g  a  16-inch t e l e s c o p e .  It i s  on t h e  l a k e f r o n t  
s i d e  of  t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m  s i t e .  

The b u i l d i n g  s i t s  on a  g r a s s y  t e r r a c e  s e v e r a l  f e e t  above t h e  c i r c u l a r  d r i v e  t h a t  
s u r r o u n d s  i t  on t h e  ground l e v e l .  A b road  f l i g h t  of s t e p s  l e a d s  t o  t h e  bronze- 
cove red  e n t r a n c e  d o o r s ,  which a r e  set w i t h  b e v e l l e d  g l a s s .  The e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  of  
t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  which a r e  cove red  i n  p o l i s h e d  ra inbow g r a n i t e  of r e d d i s h  hue w i t h  
d a r k  g r e e n  v e i n s ,  form t h r e e  c o n c e n t r i c  12-s ided r i n g s  o r  p r i s m s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  of  
which i s  160 f e e t  i n  d i ame te r .  The 12-s ided form of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  symbol i zes  t h e  
months of  t h e  y e a r  and t h e  s i g n s  of  t h e  zod iac .  The r i n g s  r ise i n  r e c e d i n g  
t i e r s ,  w i t h  t e r r a c e s  a t o p  them, o r i g i n a l l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  a s t r o n o m i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  
t o  t h e  base  of  t h e  dome. The roof  i s  of  copper  s h e e t s ,  which c o v e r  a  h e m i s p h e r i c  
form. The two g e o m e t r i c  forms r e f l e c t  t h e  two b a s i c  i n t e r n a l  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g .  The lower  p o r t i o n  houses  t h e  a s t r o n o m i c a l  museum, c l a s s r o o m s ,  and 
o f f i c e s ;  t h e  i n s i d e  of  t h e  dome s e r v e s  a s  t h e  s c r e e n  f o r  t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m  p r o j e c t o r .  

The smoothness  of t h e  f l a t - w a l l e d  s u r f a c e  i s  r e l i e v e d  by narrow bands  of  f l u t i n g  
which run  h o r i z o n t a l l y  a l o n g  t h e  t o p  of t h e  l o w e r  l e v e l ,  and v e r t i c a l l y  a t  t h e  12 
c o r n e r s  of  each  l e v e l .  The upper c o r n e r s  of  t h e  lowes t  l e v e l  a r e  e m b e l l i s h e d  
w i t h  b ronze  p l a q u e s  by t h e  s c u l p t o r  Al fonso  I a n e l l i ;  t h e y  d e p i c t  t h e  s i g n s  of  
t h e  z o d i a c  i n  low r e l i e f .  S t a r s  a r e  p o s i t i o n e d  on t h e  p l a q u e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
c o n s t e l l a t i o n  d e s c r i p t i o n s  by Pto lemy,  t h e  Greek a s t ronomer  of  t h e  2nd c e n t u r y  
A. Dm 



8. Significance 
- 

Period Areas of Siqniticancs--Check and justify below 
. prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community plannlng 
-- 1400-1 499 archeology-historic conservation 

150&1599 - agriculture economics 
1600-1699 - architecture - education 

_ - 1700-1 799 art engineering - - 

1800-1 899 _. commerce exploration settlement - r- 1900- -- . - communications industry 
. invention 

-.--. - -- ..-.- A . . -  

Spocitic dates 1929-30 
-------. - - -- - 

- - -  .- 

8uild.r Architect Erne~ t 

landscape architecture religion 
law science 
literature sculpture 
m~litary social 
music humanitarian 
philosophy _ -. . theater 
politics government - transportation 

- other (specify) 
- .  - .  -- Recreat3.m .-- 

Gruns f eld, Jr . (Planetarium) - - - .- . -- - ---- 

Statement ot Significance (in on. paragraph) 

The Adle r  P l a n e t a r i u m ,  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  of  i t s  t y p e  i n  t h e  Western Hemisphere,  
opened t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  May 1930. With i t s  n e i g h b o r s ,  t h e  F i e l d  Museum and t h e  
Shedd Aquarium, i t  forms a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c u l t u r a l  complex t h a t  e n r i c h e s  i t s  v i s i t o r s '  
knowledge of t h e  s k y ,  t h e  e a r t h ,  -and w a t e r ,  a  c o n n e c t i o n  enhanced by t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  
l a k e f r o n t  s e t t i n g  of t h e  complex, which evokes  e a c h  of i t s  components. 

The s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  house t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f f e r  e l o q u e n t  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  way i n  
which r e c r e a t i o n  enhances  and u l t i m a t e l y  e n r i c h e s  knowledge. Fur the rmore ,  t h e y  
a r e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  S o l d i e r  F i e l d ,  t h e  prime remain ing  s t r u c t u r e s  s u r v i v i n g  on s i t e  
from "A Century  of  P r o g r e s s "  (1933-34),  t h e  second g r e a t  Chicago e x p o s i t i o n .  They 
a l l  s l i g h t l y  p r e d a t e  t h e  e x p o s i t i o n ,  b u t ,  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  i t ,  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  n o r t h e r n .  
a n c h o r  f o r  t h e  e x p o s i t i o n ,  which s t r e t c h e d  southward  a l o n g  t h e  Chicago l a k e f r o n t  i n  
Burnham Park. T h e m a t i c a l l y ,  t h e y  f i t  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  e x p o s i t i o n ,  which was d e d i c a t e d  
t o  t h e  g rand  concep t  of  " a  c e n t u r y  o f ' t h e  growth of  s c i e n c e ,  and t h e  dependence  of  
i n d u s t r y  on s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h . "  

The A d l e r  P l a n e t a t i u m  and As t ronomica l  Museum was g i v e n  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  of  Chicago i n  
1930 by Max A d l e r ,  a  r e t i r e d  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  of S e a r s ,  Roebuck and Company, who had 
been d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  many yea r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
f u n d i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m  p r o j e c t o r ,  Ad le r  pu rchased  and dona ted  t o  
t h e  c i t y  a n  e x t e n s i v e  c o l l e c t i o n  of a n t i q u e  s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  d i s p l a y  i n  
i t .  

H i s t o r y  

A t  t h e  t ime  of  t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m ' s  d e d i c a t i o n  i n  May 1930, Ad le r  e x p l a i n e d  h i s  r e a s o n s  
f o r  b u i l d i n g  i t .  H e  hoped t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of s c i e n c e  and t o  e n a b l e  peop le  
t o  " o b s e r v e  t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  heaven ly  b o d i e s  a s  h e r e t o f o r e  o n l y  a s t r o n o m e r s  c o u l d  
do." H e  a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  i f  peop le  r e a l i z e d  t h e  e n o r m i t y  of  t h e  u n i v e r s e  and t h e  
s m a l l n e s s  of t h e i r  p a r t  i n  i t ,  t h e y  would be humbled and come t o  s e e  t h e  i n t e r -  
dependence  of a l l  mankind, and t h u s  t h e  f u t i l i t y  of f o r c e  a s  a  means of s o l v i n g  
problems.  The u s e  of  t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m  would "emphasize t h a t  a l l  mankind r i c h  and 
poor ,  powerful  and weak a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  n a t i o n s  h e r e  and ab road  c o n s t i t u t e  p a r t  of  
one  u n i v e r s e .  " 



9. Major Bibliogr?phical Referencese 

SEE CO!JTINtJATION SHEET 

- -  

10. Geographical Data 
-:. Acreage of nominated property 8 acre5 
- Quadrangle name Jackson 

UT M References 

A li , 6 ]  14 14 1916 , 5  101 14 16 13 14 18 18 10 1 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1:24., 0 0 0  

Zone Easting Northing 

c w  I(I u oLLJ LLlJLl  Ll-LJ 
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- --- - A 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

SEE COt.JTINUATION SFEET 

. -. -. - - - - -. - - - -- _ . - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code - --- ---- - - .- - - - -. -.- - -. 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name~tit le Janes 11. Charleton, Historian - - - -- - -- - - - - ---- - 

organization National Park Service, History Division date 
. -- - - -- - - - A- - - . - - - - - -. - - . - . . .. - -Oct_ober 198 5 - - __ 

street & number l1O0 St ree t ,  telephone (202)  343-8165 
- .  ___- ____ ___ - .  - -- - . .  - - - 

citv or town Washington state C 20013-7127 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national _ state local 
. - - - -. -. - - . - - - . - - - - - . - -- - - - -- - 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature - - - -- - . - - - - . - - - - - 

title date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper Qf the National Register 

Attest : date 

Chief of Registration .* 

G P O  894.769 
- 

- - - -  
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Owners of Property 

D r .  Joseph P I .  Chamberlain, Director, Adler Planetarium 
1300 S. Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  60605 

Chicago Park Di s t r i c t  
425  E. TkFetridge Drive 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  60605 

(The Chicago Park Di s t r i c t  owns the land; t he  Adler Planetarium owns the  building.) 
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The p r e s e n t  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  underground.  A f l i g h t  of  s t e p s  j u s t  
wes t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a i r s  l e a d s  down t o  t h e  280-foot underground e x t e n s i o n  of  
t h e  museum, c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1973. T h i s  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Ast ro-Science  C e n t e r ,  b u i l t  
below ground t o  avo id  i n t e r r u p t i n g  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  s e t t i n g ,  more t h a n  
doub led  t h e  f l o o r  s p a c e  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g .  T h i s  f a c i l i t y  i n c l u d e s  a n  
a r e a  f o r  space-age e x h i b i t s ,  a  l i b r a r y ,  and t h e  Kroc Unive r se  T h e a t r e ,  which 
augments t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m  i n  t h e  Sky T h e a t r e  by seeming t o  
t r a n s p o r t  t h e  v i ewer  t o  d i s t a n t  p a r t s  of  t h e  u n i v e r s e  th rough  p r o j e c t i o n s  from 
behind i t s  t r a n s l u c e n t  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g .  

Above t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  new main f l o o r  a r e  t h e  two f l o o r s  of  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g .  These house  a s t r o n o m i c a l  d i s p l a y s  and t h e  r i c h  i n s t r u m e n t  
c o l l e c t i o n ,  c o n t a i n i n g  around 1,000 i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  as t ronomy,  n a v i g a t i o n ,  
s u r v e y i n g ,  and t i m e  measurement;  t h e  i t e m s  i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  d a t e  from 1131 
A.D.  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t .  

A l so  on t h e  upper  f l o o r ,  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  b e n e a t h  t h e  dome, i s  t h e  
Sky T h e a t r e  i n  which t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m  p r o j e c t o r  i s  o p e r a t e d .  The p r e s e n t  p l a n e t -  
a r ium,  which g i v e s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i t s  name, was i n s t a l l e d  i n  1970. The p r o j e c t o r  
can  r ep roduce  t h e  n i g h t  s k y  on t h e  c e i l i n g  of t h e  dome a s  t h e  s k y  a p p e a r s  from 
any p l a c e  on e a r t h  and a t  any t i m e  f o r  thousands  of  y e a r s  i n  t h e  p a s t  and 
f u t u r e .  The appea rance  of a lmost  9,000 s t a r s ,  t h e  p l a n e t s ,  t h e  Milky Way, 
c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o u t l f n e s ,  and s p e c i a l  phenomena s u c h  as e c l i p s e s ,  m e t e o r s ,  comets ,  
and a r t i f i c i a l  s a t e l l i t e s  can  be s i m u l a t e d .  O r b i t s  and changes  i n  o r b i t s  o v e r  
t h o u s a n d s  of  y e a r s  c a n  b e  shown. 

O u t s i d e  t h e  d o o r s  of  t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m  chamber, i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e n t r a n c e  f o y e r  of 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  o p p o s i t e  t h e  d o o r s ,  i s  a  d e d i c a t o r y  pane l  of greenish-brown marb le  
w i t h  whi te-meta l  symbols of  e i g h t  p l a n e t s  i n  low r e l i e f .  These were a l s o  
e x e c u t e d  by I a n e l l i .  ( P l u t o ,  t h e  n i n t h  p l a n e t ,  was d i s c o v e r e d  i n  1930, t o o  
l a t e  t o  be f e a t u r e d  i n  t h i s  pane l . )  The p l a n e t s  e n c i r c l e  a  s t a t e m e n t  of  t h e  
pu rpose  of  Max A d l e r ' s  g i f t :  

To f u r t h e r  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of  s c i e n c e  -- t o  g u i d e  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  
m a j e s t y  of t h e  heavens  -- t o  emphasize t h a t  under t h e  g r e a t  c e l e s t i a l  
f i rmament t h e r e  i s  o r d e r ,  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  and u n i t y .  

The b u i l d i n g ' s  i n t e r i o r s  g e n e r a l l y  a r e  a  uni form d a r k  cinnamon i n  c o l o r ,  and 
t h e  c e i l i n g s  of t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  a r e a s  a r e  go ld .  C a r l  Condi t  h a s  a b l y  d e s c r i b e d  
t h e  i n t r i c a t e  i n t e r i o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m ,  which c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  
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t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  of  i t s  e x t e r i o r  d e s i g n .  T h i s  complex s t r u c t u r e  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  
meld t h e  curved and s t r a i g h t - l i n e  g e o m e t r i c  forms t h a t  compose t h e  e x t e r i o r .  
H i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  quoted  h e r e  i n  f u l l :  

The s i m p l i c i t y  and t h e  p u r i t y  of  t h e  Ad le r  P l a n e t a r i u m  a r e  i n  one r e s p e c t  
d e c e p t i v e ,  s i n c e  t h e y  h i d e  a  complex i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The f o u n d a t i o n s  
rest on compos i t e  p i l e s  of  wood and c o n c r e t e  t h a t  were  d r i v e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  
f i l l  and i n t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l a k e  bed t o  a  d e p t h  of 44 f e e t  below t h e  bed 
l e v e l .  The s t r u c t u r a l  sys t em i s  a l s o  composi te :  t h e  w a l l s  of  t h e  p r i s -  
m a t i c  volumes a r e  s u p p o r t e d  by a  c o n c r e t e  f rame,  whereas  t h e  f l o o r ,  r o o f ,  
and dome f r ames  a r e  s t e e l .  The h o r i z o n t a l  s l a b s  a r e  c a r r i e d  by s t a n d a r d  
g i r d e r s  and j o i s t s ,  b u t  t h e  d o u b l e  dome r e q u i r e d  more e l a b o r a t e  c u r v i l i n e a r  
forms.  The p r imary  members i n  t h e  f rame of t h e  o u t e r  dome a r e  twenty-four  
m e r i d i o n a l  open-web r i b s  b u i l t  up of s tee l  p l a t e s ,  a n g l e s ,  and s t r a p s  and 
c u r v i n g  on an  o u t s i d e  r a d i u s  of  40 f e e t  7  inches .  A l t e r n a t e  r i b s  s p r i n g  
from twe lve  s t e e l  columns d i s p o s e d  i n  a  r i n g  around t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m  chamber, 
and t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  r i b s  between them form I-beams j o i n i n g  s u c c e s s i v e  p a i r s  
of  columns,  t h e  e n t i r e  g roup  of  twenty-four  b e a r i n g  on a  s t e e l  compress ion  
r i n g  a t  t h e i r  upper  ends .  T h i s  r i n g ,  which i s  10 f e e t  i n  d i a m e t e r ,  a l s o  
s e r v e s  a s  a n  open ing  f o r  t h e  smokestack.  The r i b s  a r e  s t i f f e n e d  l a t e r a l l y  
by c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l  s t r u t s ,  and t h e  whole assembly  i s  b raced  by d o u b l e  
d i a g o n a l s  i n  a l l  b u t  t h e  topmost r i n g  of  t h e  s p h e r i c a l  t r a p e z o i d s  formed by 
t h e  p r imary  f r aming  members. The s t e e l w o r k  of  t h e  dome is  covered  by one- 
i n c h - t h i c k  cement t i l e s  cau lked  w i t h  e l a s t i c  cement ,  and t h e s e  i n  t u r n  a r e  
cove red  by copper  s h e a t h i n g .  The i n n e r  dome i s  a  l i g h t w e i g h t  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  o u t e r  and i t s  crown and s p r i n g  l i n e  s t a n d  seven  f e e t  l ower  t h a n  t h o s e  of 
t h e  e x t e r n a l  c o v e r i n g .  The i n n e r  r i b s  and r i n g s ,  formed of s t e e l  a n g l e s ,  
a r e  suspended by s t e e l  h a n g e r s  from a l i g h t  h o r i z o n t a l  framework f i x e d  t o  
t h e  o u t e r  b u i l t - u p  r i b s .  Wooden r i b s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e i r  s t e e l  c o u n t e r p a r t s  
once  formed t h e  n a i l i n g  b a s e  of t h e  s t r e t c h e d  and t r e a t e d  c o t t o n  f a b r i c  t h a t  
o r i g i n a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m  s c r e e n ,  b u t  t h i s  f l i m s y  m a t e r i a l  was 
l a t e r  r e p l a c e d  by anod ized  aluminum. 

FOOTNOTES 

l ~ h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  l a r g e l y  a n  a d a p t a t i o n  of  t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  i n  Commission on 
Chicago H i s t o r i c a l  and A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Landmarks, "The Adle r  P l a n e t a r i u m :  P r e l i m i -  
n a r y  Summary of  I n f o r m a t i o n , "  November 1 ,  1976,  pp. 1-4. 

2 ~ a r l  Condi t  , Chicago,  1910-29: B u i l d i n g ,  P l a n n i n g ,  and Urban Technology 
(Chicago:  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Chicago P r e s s ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  pp. 201, 204. 
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Max Adler was born in 1866 in Elgin, Illinois. He learned the violin as a child 
and studied at a music conservatory in Germany. He eventually moved to Chicago 
to open a string instruments store with a partner. In 1897 he married Sophie 
Rosenwald. That same year, Sophie's brother Julius invited him to join the staff 
of the young mail-order firm of Sears, Roebuck and Company of which he, Julius, 
was an officer and part-owner and later president. Julius retained Max as the 
buyer and manager of the musical instruments and related departments. As the 
company grew, so did Adler's position within it. By 1921, he was an officer, 
director, and substantial shareholder. 

In 1928 he retired from business and devoted his life to philanthropic activities 
in Chicago. His primary interest was directed toward Jewish institutions and 
organizations, but he also supported musical organizations and music students. 

Although he had no particular interest in astronomy, he was intrigued by a 
friend's report of a planetarium, a device which could reproduce the night sky 
on the ceiling of a domed room, that the friend had seen in Munich. Chicago 
already had a museum of fine arts and one of natural history, and plans for both 
an aquarium and a museum of science and technology were well under way. The 
latter was the inspiration of Adler's brother-in-law, Julius Rosenwald, who 
provided the funds to establish the museum. A planetarium, Adler began to feel, 
would complement those museums in which the earth and sea were studied. 

Intrigued by the idea, Adler went to Germany to see the Munich planetarium and 
several others himself, accompanied by his wife and architect Ernest Grunsfeld, 
Jr. They found the planetarium to be not only exciting but also instructive. 
Adler decided to give Chicago the first planetarium in the Western Hemisphere, 
and Grunsfeld was retained to design the building in which the machine would be 
installed . 
The South Park Commissioners, who had jurisdiction over the southside parks 
before the amalgamation of several park boards into the Chicago Park District in 
1934, offered the site. Under the Lake Front Ordinance of 1919, which developed 
from Daniel Burnham's 1909 Plan of Chicago, a group of five recreation islands 
were to be built off the lakeshore between 12th Street and 51st Street, separated 
from the shore by water and joined to each other by bridges. Construction of 
what was known as Island ill began in 1923 off 12th Street. By 1928, when Adler 
offered the planetarium to the Commissioners, the landfill for the island was 
almost complete, and the Board of the South Park Commissioners arranged for the 
building to be placed on the promontory at its north end. The other four islands 
were never built, and Island #I became known as Northerly Island. The temporary 
bridge connecting the island to the mainland was converted into a permanent 
causeway soon after the building was completed. 
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The Adle r  P l a n e t a r i u m  and As t ronomica l  Museum opened on May 12,  1930, and l a t e r  
t h a t  y e a r  E r n e s t  G r u n s f e l d ,  Jr., r e c e i v e d  a  g o l d  medal from t h e  American I n s t i t u t e  
of A r c h i t e c t s  f o r  h i s  d e s i g n .  Given t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  s e t t i n g  on t h e  l a k e ,  G r u n s f e l d ' s  
d e s i g n  i s  most s t r i k i n g  by i t s  d e c e p t i v e  s i m p l i c i t y ,  y e t  i t  i s  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  s i g h t .  
He a d m i r a b l y  s o l v e d  t h e  problem of t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  two s p e c i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s :  a  
domed room f o r  t h e  p l a n e t a r i u m  and s p a c e  f o r  museum d i s p l a y s  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and 
e d u c a t i o n a l  a r e a s .  The t r a n s i t i o n  from t h e  lower  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  
dome i s  smoothly  accompl ished by t h e  t h r e e  n e s t i n g  r i n g s  which d e c r e a s e  i n  s i z e  a s  
t h e y  r ise t o  t h e  dome. C a r l  Condi t  h a s  c a l l e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a  " l a k e - s e t  j e w e l  of  
geometry" and a  " c l a s s i c  i n  t h e  modern idiom." He h a s  a l s o  p r a i s e d  i t s  u s e  of  
symbolism and i t s  f u n c t i o n a l  i n t e r i o r . 2  

More t h a n  22,000,000 p e o p l e  have v i s i t e d  t h e  A d l e r  P l a n e t a r i u m  s i n c e  i t  opened i n  
1930,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  many peop le  f e e l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  something of t h e  
u n i v e r s e .  They c a n  n o t  o n l y  o b s e r v e  t h e  "sky show," but  c a n  a l s o  a t t e n d  a  yea r -  
round s c h e d u l e  of c l a s s e s  i n  as t ronomy and n a v i g a t i o n  and even l e a r n  t o  g r i n d  t h e i r  
own p r e c i s i o n  t e l e s c o p e s .  Through t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  Ad le r  P l a n e t a r i u m  has  
c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  and e d u c a t i o n a l  a ims of i t s  founder .  

l ~ h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  a n  e d i t e d  v e r s i o n  of t h a t  i n  Commission on Chicago H i s t o r i c a l  and 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Landmarks, "The Adle r  P l a n e t a r i u m :  P r e l i m i n a r y  Summary of  I n f o r m a t i o n , "  
November 1 ,  1976,  pp. 1-4. 

2 ~ a r l  Condi t  , Chicago,  1910-29: B u i l d i n g ,  P l a n n i n g ,  and Urban Technology (Chicago:  
U n i v e r s i t y  of  Chicago P r e s s ,  1 9 7 3 ) )  p. 201. 
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Verbal Boundary 

A perfect circular plot centered on the building so as to embrace the shoreline to 
its north and east and a small westward extension embracing the rectangular traffic 
island just west of the main building. The statue of Copernicus at the west end of 
this traffic island is just inside the western terminus of the boundary. This area 
includes the 1929-30 structure, its immediate setting, and its western underground 
addition. The latter, however, does not contribute to the national significance of 
the proposed National Historic Landmark. 
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